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cough, and the opium he used to quiet it are to account

for this__we had often to regret it.    But I never saw an

indifferent performance from Siddons, though I may have
witnessed a cold or a noisy audience. The uniform temper-
ance of female life had its share in the conservation of
. this fulness of power ; but no domestic life is without
its own cares, vexations, or sorrows, and the admirable
art by which their effects were suspended for the duties
of profession shows a mental firmness of the highest
value.

Conspiring with the larger stage to produce some change
in her style was her delight in statuary, which directed
her attention to the antique, and made a remarkable impres-
sion upon her as to simplicity of attire and severity of
attitude. The actress had formerly complied with fashion,
and deemed the prevalent becoming; she now saw that
tragedy was debased by the flutter of light materials, and
'that the head, and all its powerful action from the shoulder,
should never be encumbered by the monstrous inventions
of the hairdresser and the milliner. She was now, there-
fore, prepared to introduce a mode of stage decoration and
of deportment parting from one common principle, itself
originating with a people qualified to legislate even in taste
itself. What, however, began in good sense, deciding
among the forms of grace and beauty, was, by political
mania in the rival nation, carried into the excess of shameless
indecency. France soon sent us over her amazons to
burlesque all classical costume, and her models were
received among us with unaffected disgust. What Mrs.
Siddons had chosen remains in a great degree the standard
of female costume to the present hour; and any little
excesses by degrees dropped off, and left our ladies the heirs
of her taste and its inseparable modesty. I have said that
her deportment now varied considerably; and I have no
doubt of the fact. In a small space the turns are quick
and short. Where the area is considerable the step is
wider, the figure more erect, and the whole progress more
grand and powerful; the action is more from the shoulder,
and we now first began to hear of the perfect form of Mrs.
Siddons's arm. Her walk has never been attempted by any